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S0B0 EVENTS

February 9 - April 12, 2025

HIGHLIGHTS
Federal Hill Prep Winterfest
(2/22)

Liquid Courage Celebration
(2/28)

FSK’s Annual Pasta Palooza
(3/8)
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Compiled by Rani Murray

Scan for the
latest updates
and more
event info
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2/9 - Chili Cook-Off and Hot Sauce
Competition, Checkerspot Brewing,
1421 Ridgely St. 12-4pm. $

2/10-15 — Blind Date with a Book,
Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. Choose
your “date” based on a brief descrip-
tion of the book; for teens and adults.

2/10 - Preschool Storytime, Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Stories, move-
ment, songs, and play for ages 2-5.
10:30am.

2/10 - Music: Djembe Orchestra,
Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. Exploring
the culture and history of the Mali
Empire. 6pm.

2/10 - Wellness on the Waterfront:
Boot Camp, Rye Street Market, 301
Mission Blvd., 5th floor. 45-minute
class. 6pm.

2/11 - Coffee and Classics Book Club
Meet and Greet, Pratt Library, 1251
Light St. Monthly book club. 11am-
12pm.

2/11 - Guerrilla Art, Pratt Library,
1251 Light St. Teens make art with
different media. 3pm.

2/12 - Baby & Toddler Storytime,
Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. Stories,
movement, songs, and play for little
ones under 2. 10:30am.

2/12 - Wellness on the Waterfront:
Yoga, Rye Street Market, 301 Mission
Blvd., 5th floor. 45-minute vinyasa
(flow) class. 6pm.

2/12 - Cupid Cafe, American Vision-
ary Art Museum, 800 Key Hwy. Crafts
and cocktails. 6:30-8:30pm. $

2/12 - LPCA Membership Meeting,
Francis Scott Key Elementary/Middle
School, 1425 E. Fort Ave. Monthly
meeting of the Locust Point Civic
Assoc. 7:30pm.

2/13 - Galentine’s Day Craft Your
Own Cocktail Class, Sagamore Spirit
Distillery, 301 E. Cromwell St. 5:30 &
7pm. $

2/13 - Pour Your Heart Out, Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Create a pour
paint masterpiece with artist Esta
Baker. 6:30pm.

2/13 - Community Run/Walk, Har-
ry’s Bar, 1036 E. Fort Ave. Distance
3-6 miles. Sponsored by Bmore Run-
ning. 6:30pm.

Continued on page 11
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Baltimore’s Keur Khaleyi African Dance Company performed during the
American Visionary Art Museum’s annual Martin Luther King “Dare to Dream”
Day on January 20. The celebration also featured a poetry slam, craft workshop,
and an artist talk. Photo by Mary Braman.

Virtual Parking Permits Coming to Federal Hill South

With so much to do in SoBo, the de-
mand for parking has seemingly never
been higher. Two peninsula neighbor-
hoods with residential permit park-
ing recently grappled with switching
from physical decals displayed on car
windshields to the city’s virtual per-
mits, an initiative that aims to address
concerns about parking in these areas.
Ultimately, after much discussion,
one neighborhood association voted
to adopt the program while the other
rejected it through a vote of its mem-
bership in late January.

Parking on the peninsula can be
especially challenging in the Federal
Hill area, where an influx of traffic
on weekends and around Ravens and
Orioles games makes it difficult for
residents to find a spot. “Our biggest
parking issues are on event days,”
said Federal Hill Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (FHNA) interim president Loc-
chanan Sreeharikesan. “It’s also very
hard to park after 6pm on most days,
especially on Fridays and Saturdays.”

Beginning later this year, residents
within the Federal Hill South Neigh-
borhood Association’s (FHSNA) res-
idential parking zone (Area 19) hope
to see some relief after the associa-
tion voted in October to adopt virtu-
al parking permits. The new system
aims to provide a streamlined experi-
ence for residents obtaining permits

and improve the efficiency of park-
ing enforcement, according to Tiffany
James, communications manager for
the city’s Parking Authority.

The new system ties parking per-
mits to a vehicle’s license plate in-
stead of requiring physical windshield
decals or visitor placards to park le-
gally on restricted streets. Residents
would no longer have to deal with lost
permits, shipping fees, or in-person
permit pickups, which are processing
concerns noted by the Authority. The
permits will remain $20 and the virtu-
al option will spare residents the an-
nual chore of removing permits from
their windshields.

The Parking Authority will transition
Area 19 permits to the virtual system
at the start of the 2025 permit period
on May 1. Residents will soon be able
to apply for permits, upload documen-
tation, and pay the permitting fee en-
tirely online. A Parking Authority rep-
resentative reviews the applications
and, if approved, informs applicants
by email that their virtual permit is ac-
tive and ready to use. Registered per-
mit holders can also apply for visitor
permits online, on an as-needed basis,
with their guest’s license plate number.

FHNA residents in Area 9 ultimately
rejected the switch to virtual permits
after two votes on the issue by associa-

Continued on page 3

New Council Rep
Shares Vision
for City and SoBo

By Saskia Lindsay

The peninsula’s new representative
on the Baltimore City Council, Zac
Blanchard, said in a January 21 inter-
view with the Peninsula Post that he
is ready to tackle District 11’s biggest
issues. Blanchard was sworn in on De-
cember 5, replacing incumbent Eric
Costello.

Blanchard, a Marine veteran, father
of two, former President of the Fed-
eral Hill Neighborhood Association,
and volunteer football coach at Digital
Harbor High School, said he’s ready to
hit the ground running. One of the big
citywide issues he plans to focus on is
the vacant housing crisis. According
to Blanchard, there are around 400
vacant houses in District 11, which in-
cludes most of the SoBo peninsula as
well as much of the downtown central
business district and adjacent neigh-
borhoods to the northwest.

“We have vacant homes because
we’ve lost population, but we also
are losing population because these
neighborhoods have hundreds of va-
cant homes,” said Blanchard. “When
a young person can see fifteen differ-
ent boarded up doors and windows on
their block, nothing says more clearly
‘there’s no future where you live’ than
that.”

According to Blanchard, the city
loses about $200 million each year
because of vacant houses, and it’s an
issue that ultimately impacts every
neighborhood.

“When people ask ‘why are our
property taxes so high and the ser-
vices so bad?’ - this is a core part of
the problem,” said Blanchard. “It may
not be a problem in the neighborhood
you live in, but it is a problem in the
district you live in.”

Late last year, the City Council
signed into law a bill to create a spe-
cial property tax increase on vacant
houses, but that’s not enough for
Blanchard. By the end of this year, he
expects the Council will pass a bill to
also impose tax increases on owners
of vacant lots.

Raising two young children in the
Federal Hill neighborhood, Blanchard
is particularly attuned to the qual-
ity of local schools. He is proud that
District 11 boasts thriving primary
schools with economically diverse stu-
dent bodies, but he hopes to see the
same success at Digital Harbor High
School.

“Digital Harbor is the second largest
high school in the city, and the per-
centage of students that come from

Continued on page 2
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FROM THE EDITOR

A Chance to Show Off
Your SoBo Creativity

As we near the fifth anniversary of
the outbreak of the covid pandemic,
I’'m reminded of one positive effect of
that difficult time: It uncovered a lot
of creativity across the SoBo pen-
insula. Remember the random acts
of chalk art on sidewalks and brick
walls, which were followed by the
“kindness rocks” that popped up in
tree pits and parks?

At this year’s “I Love SoBo Day”
(May 4 at the Baltimore Museum of
Industry outdoor pavilion), we’re
hoping to uncover even more of that
local creativity with the first-ever
“SoBo Arts & Crafts Show and Con-
test,” an opportunity for all types of
artists and makers from across the
peninsula to show off their talents.
Like our SoBo Photo Show at previous
SoBo Days, this show is open to SoBo-
hemians of all ages.

No matter what your creative thing
is - drawing, screen painting, wood-
working, knitting, pottery, metal-
working, or Lego sculptures - we
hope you’ll enter. And there will be
prizes! We start accepting proposals
on March 1. For all the details, visit
sobopost.org/soboday2025/artscrafts.
- Steve Cole, Editor-in-Chief

South Baltimore Peninsula Post
is published bimonthly by
South Baltimore United, Inc.
145 W. Ostend St., Suite 600
Baltimore, MD 21230
Tel. 410-340-8819
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For advertising rates and schedule,
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is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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BLANCHARD, continued from page 1

lower income families is very high,”
said Blanchard. “The percentage of
students who come from families on
the peninsula is very, very low. If we
want to help all the students at Digital
Harbor thrive, we have to make fam-
ilies on the peninsula feel good about
their kids going to high school at Digi-
tal Harbor, so that’s a big item to tack-
le for me.”

Violent crime in the district is an-
other important issue for Blanchard.
Acknowledging that crime rates on
the peninsula are significantly lower
than the rest of the district, he be-
lieves that what happens in one neigh-
borhood affects others and the entire
city.

“Neighborhoods are connected
to other neighborhoods. If we want
neighborhoods that people feel good
about staying in, raising families in,
we have to solve the violent crime is-
sue,” said Blanchard. “I’ve had good
working conversations so far with the
mayor’s office, the sheriff’s office, and
the [Baltimore Police Department]
Southern District. We will have a plan
to make improvements by the spring.
I can’t guarantee that it will work, but
I can guarantee that we are very seri-

Tech Center to Develop

The Digital Harbor Foundation Tech
Center at 1045 Light Street is the
corecipient of a nearly $2 million fed-
eral grant to design and implement a
Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math (STEM) curriculum for youths
and young adults with autism in an
inclusive environment. The $1.98 mil-
lion grant from the National Science
Foundation was awarded to the Tech
Center and researchers at the Univer-
sity of Maryland Baltimore County
(UMBC) last fall.

The three-year experimental pro-
gram is titled “Space for All: Creat-
ing Accessible Technology-Rich Mak-
erspaces and Learning Activities for
Youth and Young Adults with Autism.”
The program, which started in Sep-
tember and is currently in the plan-
ning stage, is a collaboration with
Kennedy Krieger Institute, Baltimore
Parks and Recreation, GWWO Archi-
tects, and MN Associates. The project
will extend to two other Baltimore
makerspaces and directly impact 90
youths and young adults with autism.
Special educators and students with
autism from Kennedy Krieger and
youth from Parks and Recreation pro-

SoBo’s City Council representative Zac
Blanchard addressed the Federal Hill
South Neighborhood Association on
January 28. Photo by Mary Braman.

ous about making actual changes for
our residents. We want to make peo-
ple feel safe.”

For Blanchard, small, local issues

matter too. Blanchard says he already
has legislation in the works to improve
District 11’s Main Street programs (in-
cluding Federal Hill’s on the peninsu-
la), while also working on road and
pedestrian improvement projects.

One of his goals is to work on mak-
ing public spaces in the district more
vibrant and efficient. An area on the
peninsula that Blanchard would like
to see improved is Key Highway. He
says it is not particularly pedestrian-
or cyclist-friendly, and he’d like to see
changes made including bike lanes,
traffic calming, and road revisions.

“Key Highway is right next to the
harbor. We’re splitting off our neigh-
borhoods from one of the most im-
portant assets our neighborhood has,”
said Blanchard.

He also aims to make the city’s free
Harbor Connector water transit sys-
tem a seven-day-a-week service.

“We have to support all of our neigh-
borhoods, and we have to grow our
population. If we don’t do these things,
the city is going to be in the same situ-
ation it’s been in,” said Blanchard.

Blanchard hopes to hear from resi-
dents about their concerns and issues.
He encourages citizens to reach out di-
rectly to his office via email at zacha-
ry.blanchard@baltimorecity.gov or by
phone at 410-396-4816.

STEM Curriculum for Autistic Students

grams will be involved.

Andrew Coy, CEO and president of
Digital Harbor Foundation and coprin-
cipal investigator on the grant, said:
“We are excited to continue building
on our multi-year work in partnership
with [coprincipal investigator] Dr.
Hamidi and UMBC to create inclusive,
technology-driven spaces where youth
with autism can more fully explore
their interests in technology. This
project not only advances our mission
of fostering digital equity but does so
by directly centering young people in
designing learning environments with
their needs and strengths in mind.”

Dr. Foad Hamidi, UMBC associate
professor, commented that “this work
builds on our long-term interdisci-
plinary collaboration on investigating
and implementing technology-rich,
equity-based, inclusive learning spac-
es and programs for youth and young
adults. It will prioritize centering the
perspectives and interests of learners
with autism through a participatory,
community-engaged approach.”

Program activities may include 3-D
printing, computer programming, and
designing video games. Learning op-
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portunities will foster curiosity, crit-
ical thinking, and problem-solving
skills. The success of the curriculum
will be evaluated through student focus
groups, expert interviews, and session
observations. Surveys both before and
after the program will also be used.

The resulting design framework,
guidelines, and lessons learned from
the project will be utilized as teaching
tools in computing courses at UMBC
and shared as a nationwide model
through peer-reviewed journals and
professional conferences.

“Some possible ideas are to create
multiple presentations of the same
information and provide personalized
and localized activities so that many
youths with diverse abilities can en-
gage,” said Hamidi. “I also anticipate
changes to the physical [learning]
spaces that provide multisensory ex-
periences and quiet spaces for taking
breaks or working individually.”

For more information about the
“Space for All” program, to donate lap-
tops and tablets, or to learn how you
can get involved, email Digital Harbor
Foundation at contact@digitalharbor.
org. - Barbara Stanton
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PERMIT PARKING, continued from page 1

tion members. The FHNA membership
originally voted for the transition after
its October meeting. At that time, the
Parking Authority offered a hybrid per-
mit system for the first year that would
have included both physical windshield
decals and virtual permits. A second
vote was called after the hybrid option
was revoked by the Authority in Janu-
ary. FHNA voted 22-15 to reject the vir-
tual permit system.

Sreeharikesan believes that resi-
dents may not have trusted the Park-
ing Authority to effectively implement
the new, higher-tech system, especial-
ly since there have been issues with
enforcement under the legacy system.
These concerns were highlighted by
a 2024 FHNA parking audit that con-
cluded enforcement in the neighbor-
hood was inadequate. It estimated
that the city loses over $3 million per
year in revenue in Area 9 alone and
recommended changes to parking en-
forcement strategy, fees, and collec-
tion rates. The audit also advocated
for increases to enforcement officer
salaries and broadening the use of
parking boots. These concerns have
not yet been addressed by the city, ac-
cording to Sreeharikesan.

Residents of Federal Hill neighbor-
hoods have expressed apprehension
about how to identify illegally parked
cars without windshield decals. “With-
out a permit displayed, there will be
no visual sign that the car is proper-
ly permitted,” said Cindy Spearman,
FHSNA’s parking liaison. “With the
current decal and visitor pass system,
if a car is parked without a pass, it’s
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Residential parking permit Area 19
will switch to virtual permits this year
after a vote by members of the Federal
Hill South Neighborhood Association.

easier for the car to be reported for
ticketing or towing.”

Under the new system, residents can
check if a car is parked legally by en-
tering a license plate number into the
Parking Authority’s online plate check-
er (pabc.myparkinginfo.com/cws/
plate-checker). The website identifies
if a car is registered in a virtual park-
ing area, but it does not specify which
area, a concern that was brought up in
FHNA’s January meeting.

The Parking Authority maintains
that the virtual permit system will
free up parking for residents through
increased enforcement. Under the leg-
acy system, enforcement officers in-
spect each car windshield for a valid
permit, a process that can be time-con-
suming and lead to infrequent enforce-
ment. With the virtual system, officers
will use vehicle-mounted license plate
recognition camera systems to scan
parked cars as they drive through re-
stricted areas. This should allow of-
ficers to cover more streets each day
and make enforcement easier during
inclement weather. An enforcement
pilot initiative of the Department of
Transportation’s Safety Division is ex-
pected to begin this winter.

“The hope is that with the new vir-
tual permits, enforcement will be eas-
ier for parking enforcement officers,”
said Spearman of FHSNA.

The city’s virtual permit program
started with a 2020 pilot in SoBo’s

Riverside neighborhood, which now
has virtual permits in the small Area
48 near Riverside Park. The Parking
Authority plans to offer the virtual
program to all residential permit park-
ing areas across the city in advance of
their annual renewal periods.

Of the 48 residential parking permit
areas, the other virtual permit areas
are Ridgely’s Delight, Roland Park/Wy-
mans, Mt. Vernon, and the 1900 block
of Light Street (Area 51). The South
Baltimore Neighborhood Association
has not been offered a virtual permit
option for Area 30, despite its upcom-
ing April 30 permit expiration date, ac-
cording to association leadership.

FHSNA is planning additional com-
munication to Area 19 residents in ad-
vance of the transition to the virtual
system. FNHA will host a permit pick-
up day to distribute physical wind-
shield decals for the legacy system
and could consider the virtual system
again next year. - Douglas Bennett

New Businesses Open on the South Baltimore Peninsula

Since our last issue in December, the
following new businesses have opened:

Arteasy Studio, 1539 Light St. An art
space and gallery offering drop-in stu-
dio time, workshops, classes, and pri-
vate event rentals. 410-205-5488

Bar Vegan, 2424 Distillery St., Balti-
more Peninsula. Bar and restaurant.

Ben & Jerry’s, 2450 Rye St., Suite 105,
Baltimore Peninsula. Features premi-
um ice cream and nondairy options.
410-801-8993

Bobapop Tea Bar, 1114 Light St. Bub-

HAVE YOU HEARD OF YES CHEFI?

ble tea store. 443-835-2354

Dirty Dough, 849 E. Fort Ave. Su-
per-stuffed cookies. 443-869-6643

Jersey Mike’s Subs, 2424 Distillery St.,
Baltimore Peninsula. 443-552-5439

Pilates House, 1238 Light St. Studio
specializing in reformer and infrared
mat pilates training. 276-240-2891

Slutty Vegan, 2424 Distillery St., Bal-
timore Peninsula. Vegan hamburger
restaurant chain.

Sun 2 Moon Café, 1448 Light St. Asian
fusion restaurant. 301-651-1349

Yes Chef!
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MEAL PREP

FULLY PREPARED MEALS DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME!

Let Yes Chef! take care of dinner. Order Fully Prepared Meals

directly from our website for delivery or in-store pickup. Meals

crafted by our professional chefs you will find the simplicity of
good food right here!
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1706 WHETSTONE WAY, BALTIMORE, MD, 21230
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YES-CHEF.COM

LOCAL MARKETPLACE

LOCATED IN MCHENRY ROW

Let us be your stop on your lunch break! The Yes Chef Local

Marketplace is the perfect spot for a quick lunch with your co-

workers. Order ahead because we have a variety of salads,

sandwiches, paninis, wraps, soups and chilis. Don't forget (o pair

it with our house-made potato chips.

When you stop by you will see that we support several small
businesses. From Route One Apparel, Casa Figlia Candles to

local treats from the Peanut Shoppe, Popsations Popcorn, VP

Jerky and more! While you shop you can also enjoy offerings

from our selection of fully prepared meals and grab-n-go items.
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(877) 937 2433
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New Grants Support
Youth, Hunger, and
Recovery Programs

Community-building youth activ-
ities, food rescue and distribution,
and substance abuse rehabilitation
are some of the programs serving the
peninsula that were awarded “local
impact grants” in December by the
South Baltimore Gateway Partner-
ship. Twenty-three nonprofit projects
across south and southwest Baltimore
received a total of $728,000 in fund-
ing generated from video lottery ter-
minals at area casinos.

God’s Best Family received $81,000
to support its ongoing efforts to bridge
the socio-economic gap in Baltimore
with support programs for youth and
their families (Peninsula Post, August
2024, page 4). Programs include break-
fast and an after-school program, sum-
mer camp, and community events such
as the annual “SoBo Friends and Family
Day” in Solo Gibbs Park.

So What Else is a Maryland-based
nonprofit that rescues food that would
otherwise go to waste and distributes
it to low-income youth and families.
According to the nonprofit’s director
of development, Allie Bonney, the new
$70,000 grant will support the distri-
bution of “an extra 5,000 pounds of
rescued food and other necessities to
vulnerable communities in South Bal-
timore.” Ten percent of that food will
be targeted for students at Federal Hill
Preparatory School.

The Baltimore Station, which works

EVERHART

— VETERINARY MEDICINE —

With 3 locations to serve you:

Pasadena

Brooklyn Park
4005 Ritchie Hwy

Baltimore, MD 21225
410-355-3131

OF BALTIMORE

8482 Fort Smallwood Rd
Pasadena, MD 21122
410-793-7670

The Standard of
Veterinary Excellence

* Mention this ad for a special gift! *

with homeless male veterans suffering
from addiction and behavioral health
issues, received $49,000 to support its
“Adult Recovery Court” program. This
program provides rehabilitative sup-
port for individuals convicted of nonvi-
olent crimes related to substance abuse.

The LET’S GO Boys and Girls non-
profit received $30,000 to support its
hands-on STEM education program
at St. Ignatius Loyola Academy. The
grant will help train educators, pro-
vide mentorship opportunities, as well
as offer advanced STEM courses such
as robotics and 3-D printing.

A $28,000 grant will contribute to
the ongoing effort to update the li-
brary at Federal Hill Prep. Funds will
be used to pay for new books as well
as seating and shelving for a multiuse
space that accommodates students’
varying physical, emotional, and so-
cial needs.

Federal Hill Neighborhood Associa-
tion received a $23,000 grant to ren-
ovate and increase the green space
outside of Digital Harbor High School’s
back entrance. The goal is to create a
positive public space for students to use
before and after school with improved
seating, solar-powered charging sta-
tions, and outdoor games. The grant
will also support the association’s sum-
mer evening music series.

Other peninsula organizations re-
ceiving the new grants include Federal
Hill Main Street, to hire grant admin-
istration staff and support marketing
and community events; the American
Visionary Art Museum, for its sum-
mer Flicks on the Hill series; and Our
Joyful Noise Baltimore, for its outdoor
music series. - Steve Cole

Cross Keys

1 Village Square Suite 187
Baltimore, MD 21210

443-470-6790
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Light Street Bakery Specializes in the ‘Study of Sweets’

ﬁ‘

By Rachel Cohen

Sweet aromas waft from Dulceology
Bakery, a Latin-inspired bakery on S.
Charles Street at the corner of West
Street, where bakers are preparing
fresh pastries ranging from cronuts - a
croissant-donut - to custom-made cakes.

Business has been so good that own-
er-founder Nicole Leiva expanded her
offerings this winter with coffee and
espresso service. She had been wait-
ing for the right moment for this since
opening the bakery at this location in
September 2020.

“We are so appreciative of our cus-
tomers,” Leiva said, “all
the comments we
hear every day and
the pictures they
show online of our
pastries.”

The past couple
of years have been
about refining recipes
and mastering the flow of running a
shop, Leiva said. But now, with things
going so well, she plans to open up
the space at Dulceology to create
more seating for the coffee service,
provided in partnership with Balti-
more-based roaster, Ceremony Coffee.
In addition, the bakery will start open-
ing earlier for morning guests. Leiva
says she is delighted to share a quality
cup of coffee with customers, the way
her supportive husband makes one for
her.

Leiva grew up with her mother bak-
ing and has always loved the tastes
of tres leches and tamarind from her
family’s native El Salvador. “I always
saw mom baking for us. She put so
much care into the flavors,” she re-
called.

After high school, Leiva tried a reci-
pe from her grandmother for alfajores,
which are dulce de leche shortbread
sandwich cookies. Everyone enjoyed
them so much that Leiva felt encour-
aged to expand into a home business
with the cookies as her main product.
At first, it was just Leiva and her fam-
ily members bringing baked goods to
church. Then she expanded to taking
orders online.

“Having that first taste of seeing
that you can create something with
your own hands and then you can
share it and see their reaction,” Lei-
va said, “was something I wanted to
chase.”

At the time, she was studying biolo-
gy at Towson University. Learning that
“ology” means “study of,” she invent-

|

Alfajores shortbread sandwich cookies, custom-made cakes, cronuts, brioche donuts, macarons, and eclairs are some of the
pastries that Nicole Leiva and her team create at the Latin-inspired Dulceology bakery. Photos by Mary Braman.

ed a name for her shop - Dulceology
- which means the “study of sweets”
(dulce is sweet in Spanish). Business
was going so well that she decided to
leave school to pursue baking full-time.

“I had that fire inside me and felt I
need to do this now,” she said.

In 2019, Leiva and her sister, who was
a graduate student at George Washing-
ton University in Washington D.C., en-
tered and won a university start-up
business competition which gave them
coaching and start-up money.

During that time, Leiva was baking
out of her home in Silver Spring and a
rented bakery on the weekends. While
looking for other spaces to grow into,
she was making a delivery to Federal
Hill and found the S. Charles Street
corner. “It was just meant to be,” she
says of making this the bakery’s first
storefront home.

They spent a year setting up the shop
and opened to the public a few months
after the start of the covid pandemic.
“It was challenging, but we have been
overwhelmed by the amount of sup-
port,” Leiva said.

They have been fine-tuning their
recipes, working to achieve consisten-
cy in their pastries and to understand
the ingredients and how different fac-
tors like temperature and moisture af-

For a Perfect Valentine’s Day

Give the Gift of a Canton Kayak Club
membership. Plus save $15 today.

Mothing says love more than sharing time kayaking. Friendships are made, wildlife seen,
community built, and all on the Peninsula's waters and our other eight docks from Baltimore to
Annapolis area to Delta, PA. Whatever your advenutura, from ghost ships to bald eagles to rack
islands, we promise you can find those at least one of our docks. And you'll fall in love with

being on the water, doublling your pleasure.

We provide the kayaks, the paddles, and the lifejackets. Our season runs from mid-May until

late Octoberfearly Movember, New member training starts in April.

Grab your heartffelt spot today and SAVE! Enroll with EBIRD-25PP by Feb 28

cantonkayakclub.com

fect each one.

“So many factors change with the
season. Everything can affect the
dough,” Leiva said. “We want it to al-
ways grow to the same height.”

Leiva has also been figuring out
what customers like most. Cronuts,
brioche donuts, macarons, eclairs, and
specialty cakes are very popular, she
said. She crafts the bakery’s offer-
ings with customers’ health in mind
with lower-sugar pastries and natural
flavors, a shift that was inspired by
studying abroad in an intensive pastry
program.

Although it can be tough for a new
small business owner to take time
away from the business, a year ago
Leiva found a certificate program in
Barcelona for a month and a half of
nonstop learning. Six days a week,
students made chocolate, European
tarts, and sourdough. “It was anything
you can think about baking and really
broadened my knowledge,” she said.

Leiva’s devotion to baking drives
her to learn more and more about
the field. When her mother and aunt
asked her what she would be doing if
she didn’t have a bakery, she recalled
realizing that she would still be bak-
ing. “It feels like, ‘this is your calling,
this is what you’re meant to do,” so I

should pursue getting as many skills
and as much education as possible.”
In the Barcelona program, she
learned that European chefs feel they
have a responsibility to take care of
their patrons by using a little less sug-
ar. So she adjusted some of Dulceol-
ogy’s recipes to significantly reduce
their sugar content.
A challenging part of being a small-
business manager-operator, Leiva
says, is having a hundred things on
your to-do list and only time to get
20 percent of them done, which really
tests your problem-solving skills.
Day-to-day, Leiva’s favorite part
about running the bakery is work-
ing with her team. “Managing peo-
ple teaches you so much about tak-
ing care of others, about how to be a
good leader,” Leiva said. “I take pride
in building a close-knit team. I know
that I have their backs and they have
my back. Most of my staff is younger,
and I am not only their boss, but they
know that I am their mentor too.”
Things are going so well that Leiva
recently signed a lease for five more
years on S. Charles Street. She is look-
ing forward to getting the shop more
involved in the community. Mean-
while, she is also looking for a larger
space to do production off-site.
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Peninsula Puzzler #5: Digging SoBo’s Past

Our latest crossword puzzle tests your knowledge of our area’s remarkable
history. Complete the puzzle and you could win a $50 GIFT CARD to a SoBo
eatery or drinkery of your choice. To enter, send us a photo of your completed
Puzzler along with your name. You can email us (hello@sobopost.org) or text
us (410-340-8819). The deadline to enter is Friday, March 7. We will hold a
drawing of all correct entries received to determine the winner.

Across

1. First plan for I-95 called for a
across the Inner Harbor

5. Colonial landowner who made us
“South” Baltimore

7. Ebenezer A.M.E. is the oldest
standing church built by a
congregation in Baltimore

8. Baltimoreans once escaped
summer heat with swimming, dining,
and drinking at Bar resorts

9. The peninsula’s earliest industry
was mining

13. The big green outside of
the Baltimore Museum of Industry
once worked at the shipyard on Key
Highway

15. What lies buried beneath Federal
Hill

17. English explorer who glimpsed the
Inner Harbor in 1608

18. Name of a fort then a port on
peninsula’s southern shore

19. Ivory, Tide, and other were
once made in Locust Point
20. In 1951, six E. Street row-

houses fell victim to mysterious
“caverns” beneath their foundations

Down

2. Ship was the specialty of
Bethlehem Steel’s Key Highway
Shipyard

3. Thousands of first set foot
on American soil in Locust Point

4. Leadenhall: the peninsula’s
historic Black community

6. French general who recently
returned to Fort McHenry for a
bicentennial visit

10. Mythological Greek hero standing
tall on the grounds of Fort McHenry

11. The silos of Silo Point originally
held tons of

12. making was the first
business conducted inside the
building that now houses visionary
art galleries

13. The 11-year-old boy injured in the
summer of 1962 during violent anti-
integration protests at Riverside Pool

14. Canning was the original
industry conducted inside the
building that now houses the
Baltimore Museum of Industry

16. This fort occupied the high ground
at Riverside Park long before the
gazebo was built

got church?

Are you looking for
a place to worship?
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Crossword Clues: Tips from the Peninsula Post Back Pages

Regular readers of this newspaper know that one of the topics we
love to return to again and again is South Baltimore peninsula history.
We have brought you over a dozen articles on SoBo history, from the
British attack on Fort McHenry to the “road wars”
that reshaped the peninsula. All of the answers to the
Peninsula Puzzler above can be found in these sto-
ries. We’ ve collected llnks to all of them in one blog

sobopost.org/2025/02/01/sobo-history-1.

"’ CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
--\l.n- We're your neighborhood church.
‘\ There’s a pidLE for you here!

Sunday Schedule
9:00 am  Contemporary Worship
10:00 am  Faith Formation
11:00 am Traditional Worship
Fellowship hour after each service
Nursery provided for young children
each Sunday 8:30am-12:30pm
Asg>Egel
Christ Lutheran Learning Center
Pre-School for 2-5 year olds
S Egel
Professional musical
program events year-round
A5 > gl
RedCross.org Blood Drives
(February and May)
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A Brief History of
Cross Street Market

By Robert Hardy

South Baltimore’s Cross Street Mar-
ket is one of America’s oldest continu-
ously operating public markets, open-
ing in 1845. Four markets preceded it
in Baltimore, three in the 1780s short-
ly after the city’s incorporation - Lex-
ington Market, Broadway Market, and
Hanover Market - followed by Hollins
Market in 1836.

In 1838, residents of the growing
South Baltimore area petitioned for
their own local market. The city ac-
quired land on E. Cross Street between
S. Charles and Patapsco and by 1845
built an open-air wooden shed to house
licensed vendors selling meat, poultry,
seafood, fruits, and vegetables.

The market proved popular, and
public support for expansion grew
quickly. “There is considerable feeling
in the southern section of the city in
relation to the establishment of regu-
lar markets at the Cross Street market
house,” according to an 1851 notice
in the Baltimore Sun. “The folks over
there have as good a right to have a
market for their own convenience as
any other people. ... To be compelled
to attend a market very distant from
home is a very disagreeable thing.”

By 1860, the City Council passed
ordinances expanding the market and
commissioned local architect Frank
Davis to execute the design. After
closing briefly in 1869, Cross Street

Let's connect!

@RnRwithMollyB

Market reopened in 1871
in a two-story Italian Re-
vival-style brick building
at E. Cross stretching from
S. Charles to Patapsco with
a single-story wooden shed
continuing east to Light
Street.

Modeled on Broadway
Market in Fells Point, the
first floor housed nearly
250 market stalls and the
second floor featured a pub-
lic auditorium and meeting
rooms. By the 1920s, a bas-
ketball court on the second
floor was used regularly by
local leagues.

Although popular, munic-
ipal markets were rarely
profitable for the city. The
Comptroller wrote in a 1913
research journal article
that “total license and rent
charges upon the butchers
of Baltimore markets were only $25
per stall per annum, and in many in-
stances the city derived only $5 per
stall per annum from street stalls.”
The city provided light, water, clean-
ing, trash collection, repairs, improve-
ments, and other services; the health
commissioner had responsibility for
sanitary conditions; and the depart-
ment of weights and measures super-
vised market regulations around these
activities, with city food inspectors “at

THE

all times in the markets.”

While the market’s high mainte-
nance costs yielded low return for
the city, consumers benefited. Fresh,
high-quality food was a priority that
kept competition at bay from small
corner grocers. “[T]he housewife is
compensated in going to the markets,
not only in being able to purchase
cheaper than from her groceryman,
but particularly in being able to get
first quality fresh goods,” Baltimore’s

b .
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CROSS STREET MARKET FIRE
SPREADS, DESTROYS HOMES

ALONG 125-MILE FRONT B
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Holistic energy healing, right in the heart of Riverside.

Reiki
Healing

[+ FLXVER]T
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| TaEmaOs

Oracle Card
Readings

Chakra
Clearings

www.RnRwithMollyB.com Get 25% off your first service in 2025 with code RNR25

- L am

A two-story brick building on S. Charles Street (above), built in 1871, was part of the
original Cross Street Market. The structure, along with the rest of the market, was
destroyed in a massive fire in 1951 (below).

Comptroller noted in 1913. “Only the
freshest goods are brought to the mar-
kets. In fact, some of the farmers and
retailers sell their surplus after mar-
ket hours to storekeepers in the city.”

Market inventory was extensive,
and shoppers could usually acquire all
they needed there. Fresh vegetables,
fruits, meat, poultry, game, fish, oys-
ters, crabs, canned goods, cakes, can-
dies, butter, and eggs were all avail-
able in market stalls. Butchers often
had the most profitable trades and oc-
cupied prime locations near the mar-
ket’s entrances.

Catastrophe struck Cross Street
Market early on the morning of Friday,
May 19, 1951, when a 12-alarm fire
destroyed the market buildings and
a dozen nearby houses. At the height
of the blaze, the Sun noted, “the cen-
ter of Cross Street between Light and
Charles was a seething pit of flame.”
The fire started in the fish stalls and
spread quickly, with nearby residents
climbing onto their roofs to try to
douse the sparks. The Sun reported
that a butcher in the market said he
had been fully stocked for Saturday
trade and lost about $10,000, “and
the fire was the second in two years
to burn him out.” J.L. Harvey, opera-
tor of a butter-and-egg stall “for 69 of
his 81 years without a vacation,” said
after surveying the ruins of his stall:

Continued on page 10

Virtual & In-Person at
601 E Fort Ave - Unit B
Baltimore, MD 21230
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SoBo Neighborhood Groups Seek New Members and Leaders

The South Baltimore
peninsula has sev-
eral neighborhood
groups working
to make our part
of the city a great
place to live. SoBo
2Gether is a regu-
lar column of updates
from these organizations on communi-
ty projects that you can get involved in.

Federal Hill Main Street
fedhill.org
execdirector@fedhill.org

Big Changes and a Big Mission
for the New Year - As we step into
the new year, we’re thrilled to share
some exciting news: our team is grow-
ing! While we’re still in the process
of interviewing candidates, we’re al-
ready inspired by what this expansion
will mean for our community. A big-
ger team means more opportunities
to connect, collaborate, and build a
stronger, more vibrant district.

This year, we’re doubling down on
an essential message: shopping small
isn’t just a one-day trend or a social
media post, it’s a powerful, informed
lifestyle choice that benefits everyone.
When you shop small, you’re doing so
much more than making a purchase.
You’re building a community. Local
shopping reduces your carbon foot-
print, empowers residents to advocate
for policies that reflect shared values,
and distributes wealth right where it’s
needed most. It also directly supports
schools, lowers waste, and creates a
thriving network of neighbors helping

neighbors.

Our goal this year isn’t just to mar-
ket how cool our district is, although
it absolutely is! Instead, we’re focus-
ing on educating our community about
the true value of supporting local
businesses. We want our patrons to
remember the impact they have when
weighing the convenience of Amazon
against the heart and soul of small
businesses. It’s about creating a cul-
ture where shopping small is celebrat-
ed all year-round and making a lasting
impact on our environment, economy,
and way of life.

Here’s to an exciting year ahead,
full of growth, community, and mean-
ingful choices! - Submitted by Taylor
Schwartz, Executive Director

Federal Hill Neighborhood
Association
federalhillbaltimore.org
president@federalhillbaltimore.org

Last year was an exceptionally
busy year for FHNA. We saw the cul-
mination of several multiyear efforts,
including the traffic-calming project
at Light Street, Warren Avenue, and
Henrietta Street; the installation of a
multicamera system at The Outpost;
and the growth of the peninsula-wide
public safety team. Thank you to all of
our volunteers and members. This is
an all-volunteer organization, so none
of this would have been possible with-
out them.

If you live in Federal Hill, please be-
come a member. Membership dues
pay for the infrastructure that allows
us to receive the grants that funded

the major projects we undertook this
year. In addition, members can vote
on what projects FHNA takes on, for
board members, and on letters of sup-
port or opposition to events happen-
ing in the neighborhood. As always, if
you have an idea for how we can make
Federal Hill a better place to live,
work, and play, please email me at the
address above.
Please check out
our full 2024 End of
Year Report using
the QR code! - Sub-
mitted by Locchan-
an  Sreeharikesan,
Interim President

Federal Hill South Neighborhood
Assaociation

federalhillsouth.org
federalhillsouthna@gmail.com

It has been a busy winter here in
Federal Hill South with the Wreath
Sale, the holidays, and the Chili Cook-
Off. It is time to settle in a bit and en-
joy the rest of this season.

Holy Cross will be having its Annual
Food Drive to support the Digital Har-
bor High School Pantry/Free Grocery
Store. You can drop items off at Holy
Cross (106 E. West Street) on Satur-
day, February 8, from 3:45 to 5:15pm
and on Sunday, February 9, from 9:45
to 11:15 am and 4:45 to 6:15pm as well
as at Good Counsel (1532 E. Fort Ave-
nue) from 10:45am to 12:15pm.

Our next association meeting will
be held at St. Ignatius Loyola Acade-
my (300 Gittings Street) on Tuesday,
February 25. The doors will open

at 6:30pm for a social hour, and the
meeting will be held 7-8pm. - Submit-
ted by Nadine Bowen, President

Key Highway Community
Assaciation

keyhca.org
keyhca@gmail.com

KHCA starts the new year with an
updated, collaborative team approach
by its Board. The next general meet-
ing on March 19 will feature an in-
formative presentation by Baltimore
Port Alliance that includes interesting
facts about the history and develop-
ment of the marine terminals that un-
derscore Baltimore’s valuable place in
the country.

The last meeting of 2024 in Decem-
ber showcased the efforts of Thread,
a mentoring organization for support-
ing teens in their efforts for education
and life skills. - Submitted by Janan
Broadbent, President

Locust Point Civic Assaociation
mylocustpoint.org
contacts@mylocustpoint.org

LPCA membership meetings will
be held on February 12, March 12, and
April 9 at Francis Scott Key Elemen-
tary/Middle School (1425 E. Fort Ave-
nue). All meetings start at 7:30pm.

Accepting nominations for LPCA
Board seats - Six LPCA board positions
will stand for election by the associa-
tion membership this May. LPCA’s is a
“working” board, meaning each mem-
ber takes on a responsibility to help
lead activities in an area of interest to

A

SPARKLING CHARMS

DENTAL STUDIO

Insurance

Above all in SERVICE™- since 192

Your Gentle Pediatric Dentist
in South Baltimore

Auto « Home = Business « Life

Celebrating 25 years in the neighborhood!
WE KNOW SOBO

Call us for a quote today.

Upper Chesapeake
Insurance

900 S Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
insuranceinfo@eriequote.com

410-385-0455

At Sparkling Charms, we're committed to nurturing bright
futures and positive oral health through sparkling smiles.

QOur caring oral health team specializes in making
dental care a positive, joyful experience for children,

We invite you to schedule a first visit and see how
we make every smile shine!

SPARKLING CHARMS DENTAL STUDIO
887 E. Fort Avenue
info@sparklingcharmsdentistry.com

sparklingcharmsdentistry.com
(443) 681-6455
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them and the community. Areas include
development issues, relations with City
officials and agencies, sustainability,
legal, public safety, or something else
you bring to the table.

If you live in Locust Point and be-
lieve you have something to offer
your community, please attend one of
our upcoming meetings and see what
we’re all about. Current board mem-
bers will be there to discuss what they
do. All are welcome to attend. To apply
for a position, email us at the address
above.

For more information, to become
a member, or to see happenings in
Locust Point, visit our website list-
ed above. - Submitted by Dave Arndt,
Board Member

Riverside Neighborhood
Assaociation
riversideneighborhoodassociation.com
rnabaltimore@gmail.com

Five dollars buys you hundreds
of hours of community service and
some year-round joy. - That’s right.
RNA dues are $5 each calendar year.
Membership entitles you to vote on
business of the association and feel
good about asking for help. Or think of
it as a contribution (not to the people
doing the work, who, remarkably, do
all that for nothing) that helps under-
write out-of-pocket expenses incurred
on behalf of the neighborhood. Dues
cover some event costs, like refresh-
ments at the annual cookie contest or
Halloween Bash, or upgrades to our
Zoom camera for meetings. The real
business of the neighborhood - host-
ing concerts in the park, advocating
with City agencies, applying for and

Peninsula Communities & Groups
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managing grants to improve the com-
munity, engaging with developers,
helping to resolve issues among neigh-
bors - is done by those who live here.

Look forward to Riverside street
banners this spring and a new RNA
website soon.

Most important, by adding your
name to the RNA roster of members,
you demonstrate your interest and
support for a community of neighbors
helping neighbors. As a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, RNA can apply for
grants only awarded to nonprofits.
And, of course, any donation is tax de-
ductible. You can pay dues online at
our website (above).

February 24 community meeting

Be Part of tHe First Ever

30Bo Arts & Crafts
Show and Contest

Calling all creatives and makers on the South
Baltimere peninsula! Enter your creations to be
showcased during °| Love SoBo Day" on May 4 at the
Baltimore Museum of Industry.

$100 Cash Prize for the People’s Choice winner!
EI‘:;%;EI Scan for info on how Lo enter.

L Toae N |

Y

Deadline: March 31

[Of L;;l',JI sobopost.org/soboday2025/artscrafts

will elect the RNA Board - At the Jan-
uary 27 annual meeting, nominations
for the RNA Board of Directors were
closed. Elections will take place at the
February meeting, following which
the board will elect its officers. Paid
members who attend in person are el-
igible to vote. All meetings are held at
Riverside Third Space, downstairs at
Salem Lutheran Church, 1530 Battery
Avenue. Sign up to receive meeting no-
tices by email at our website. - Sub-
mitted by Rich Badmington, President

List Residential Group

of Monument Sotheby’s International Realry

South Baltimore Neighborhood
Association

mysobo.org
executive_board@mysobo.org

SBNA is off to a good start in 2025
with two new board members, Jon-
athan Deprosse and Clausen Ely III.
The board is looking forward to new
perspectives and ideas in the coming
months.

We are in the process of coordi-
nating our Dumpster Days with sur-
rounding neighborhoods to ensure the
opportunity to unload bulk trash is
distributed throughout the year. Once
those dates are finalized, they will be
posted on our social media pages and
website.

The 2025 Maryland General As-
sembly kicked off on January 8, and
SBNA is tracking legislation that
impacts our area residents. Delegate
Frank Conaway Jr. from the 40th Dis-
trict introduced the Porch Piracy Act
of 2025, which consists of five pieces
of legislation related to theft of mail
or packages, something we can all,
unfortunately, relate to! SBNA will be
providing updates during our meet-
ings and through our newsletter.

General membership meetings
are held the second Tuesday of each
month at AJ’s on Hanover (1500 S.
Hanover Street). It’s a great time to
join us and become a member! (Please
make note of our new meeting time:
6:30pm.) - Submitted by Jen Eastman,
Board Vice President

Monument fi_?j:hchy's

TICR AL BEALTT

IF YOU ARE LOCKING TO BUY OR SELL IN BALTIMORE,
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERTS!

Chevelle Welsh & Taylor Welsh

Vice President and Realtor®
(c)410.967.9498
(0) 410.525.5435

chevelle.welsh@monumentsothebysrealty.com

Fallow the Peninsula Podt online r@ 0 @sobopeninsulapost  sobopost.org
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SOBO PENINSULA PARENTING

By the time February comes around,
I'm fully craving spring sunshine,
longer days, and outside time at the
playground. Though the weather out-
side may currently be frightful, no
reason to fear: there are many ways
to stay warm and cozy and keep your
kids entertained in the winter dol-
drums. - Beth Mayr

Curing the Winter Blues

In addition to the ample kid-friend-
ly museums nearby (Maryland Science
Center, National Aquarium, Port Dis-
covery, and the Baltimore Museum
of Industry), SoBo is lucky to have a
number of activities for kids to ex-
plore right on the peninsula.

Music. South Baltimore Music Acade-
my and Music Together of Charm City
each have homes on the peninsula,
and the teachers are fantastic. Both
my kids (15 months and 4 years) en-
joy the “shakey eggs” the best, though
the variety of songs and activities
keeps us all entertained. southbalti-
moremusic.com and musictogether-
charmcity.com

STEM. Digital Harbor Foundation of-
fers after-school maker programs for
elementary and middle school kids.
digitalharbor.org

Flag Football. Charm City Athletics
organizes flag football on the penin-

sula, with registration now open for
its spring league that begins in late
March. The kids I know who have
played have loved this relatively new
option for our neighborhood. charmci-
tyathletics.com

Art. Arteasy Baltimore is one of the
newest offerings for kids (and grown-
ups). Parents raved about the studio’s
winter break “School’s Out Camp,” and
its ongoing sessions are highly popu-
lar among even the littlest artists. ar-
teasystudio.com

Reading. Have you seen all the “Little
Free Libraries” around? As of about a
year ago, this paper found 16 through-
out the peninsula. We love taking a
quick walk to one and picking out a
book to bring back home to read. We
also love that this zip code qualifies
us for “Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library.” My daughter has received a
new book in the mail once a month
since she was born. The books are
generally diverse and engaging. My
son has also gotten one book a month,
almost always a different book than
his sister! imaginationlibrary.com

Dining. On a long, cold winter Satur-
day, we are often close to our limit by
dinnertime. Parents need a break - ev-
eryone needs a change of scenery - so
if we can leave the house for dinner,
we do. With two littles, we love Little
Havana, Cross Street Market, South-

oo StateFarm’

Eve Hamper
Agent

1118 Light Street

Suite A
Baltimore, MD
21230-4141

Bus: 410-528-8900
eve@evehamper.com
www.evehamper.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Chat, text or stop by.
It’s called service.

Get a quote today

side Diner (breakfast or lunch), and
Wiley Gunter’s. Mindpub Café was re-
cently the only peninsula restaurant
highlighted in the Baltimore Banner’s
article on kid-friendly locations to
dine, notably for its back room with a
baby gate and toys (and delicious food
for all).

Here’s my pro tip for taking littles
out to eat: Call in advance to ask if
they have a changing table in the rest-
room. Most places on the peninsula
have a high chair and a kids’ menu,
but if they have a changing table, then
they will very likely have kid-friendly
food, a high chair, and understanding
staff. A lack of a changing table isn’t
a deal-breaker for us, but it helps to
know the situation in advance. Plus
the conversation can tell you a lot
about the experience you might have.

Parents with kids of all ages rave
about our local breweries, and I
couldn’t agree more: Diamondback
(outdoors), M8, and Checkerspot are
favorite spots for the whole family.
Parents with school-age kids enjoy lo-
cations with games, like Pub Dog, Top-
golf, and Cross Street Public House.

Check out my previous columns for
more info on other peninsula gems:
Enoch Pratt Library’s Light Street
branch, South Baltimore Little League,

SoBo Play Space, Bmore Babes Play at
Checkerspot, and KidsFirst PT tummy
time.

Get Ready: Summer Camps,
New School Year

Though it might seem far off, this is
actually the ideal time to be preparing
for summer and the next school year.

Summer Camp Directory. Baltimore
Family Alliance recently published its
free directory, with over 150 regional
camps for all ages and interests. balti-
morefamilies.org

Camps on the Peninsula. From what
I know from years past, there will be
some camps offered on the peninsula
(and many more not far away). Par-
ents have raved about camps with
God’s Best Family, Camp Curiosity (for
incoming Pre-K BCPSS students), and
Baltimore City Recreation and Parks
camps at the rec centers.

Learning about Schools. Live Balti-
more is hosting a “Demystifying the
Pre-K Enrollment Process” webinar
on February 27 for those interested
in learning more. They also have a
prerecorded webinar on middle/high
school choice, the charter school lot-
tery, and more. livebaltimore.com/
families-with-children

CROSS STREET MARKET, continued from page 7

“Now I've got a vacation ... and I don’t
want it.”

This was the third city market to
burn within two years: Belair Market
burned just the previous week and
Lexington Market two years prior.

The strength of the local relation-
ship with Cross Street Market was ev-
idenced in a Sun article after the fire:
“South Baltimore housewives on their
traditional Saturday shopping sprees
today are walking through the charred
remnants of the market building de-
stroyed by fire last week and purchas-
ing their needs from about 50 stalls
which have sprung up in the street.”

Even as corner grocery stores and
supermarket chains proliferated, the
public market was still a primary
provider of food. Cross Street Market
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reopened in its current structure in
November 1952, with 20,000 people
attending the opening. Operations con-
tinued for decades with stalls offering
fresh market fare. For some years, the
market had four butchers - including
Fenwick Choice Meats (still operating
in the market today) - and remained a
center of community activity.

The ensuing years were not kind
to public markets, and business de-
clined as supermarket competition
increased. In 2016, the city contracted
with a private concern that undertook
major renovations and brought in new
businesses to Cross Street Market.
The market that South Baltimore en-
joys today is a very different type of
market, although still part of the long
history of public markets in America.
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SOBO EVENTS

Continued from page 1

2/13 - Stoop Storytelling Series, Check-
erspot Brewing, 1421 Ridgely St. Join The
Stoop for “More Room in a Broken Heart:
Stories about Loving, Losing, and Rebuild-
ing.” 7-9:30pm.

2/14 - Anime and Manga Cafe, Pratt Li-
brary, 1251 Light St. Book discussion about
anime and manga. 3pm.

2/14 - Monthly Bingo, The Church of the
Redemption, 1401 Towson St. Refresh-
ments, food, and raffles. Doors at 6pm,
bingo starts at 7pm.

2/14 - Music: Rachel Hall Band with Da-
nah Denice and Josee Molavi, The 8x10,
10 E. Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

2/15 - Bird Monitoring, Fort McHenry.
Ongoing bird survey from the wetlands
adjacent to the Fort. Sponsored by the
Baltimore Bird Club. 9-11am.

2/15 - The Light Street Adventurers: An
RPG Group for All, Pratt Library, 1251
Light St. Role-playing game group. 1-4pm.

2/15 - Tours and Tote Bags, American Vi-
sionary Art Museum, 800 Key Hwy. Enjoy
tours highlighting works by Black artists,

then screen-print a tote bag. 1-5pm. $

2/15 - Music: Weekends at Noon with
Donnie Breeze and Absent Habits, The
8x10, 10 E. Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

2/16 - Craft Your Own Brunch Cocktail
Class, Sagamore Spirit Distillery, 301 E.
Cromwell St. Craft two signature cocktails.
10:30am. $

2/17 - Preschool Storytime, Pratt Library,
1251 Light St. Stories, movement, songs,
and play for ages 2-5. 10:30am.

2/17 - Wellness on the Waterfront: Boot
Camp, Rye Street Market, 301 Mission
Blvd., 5th floor. 45-minute class. 6pm.

2/18 - Black History Bingo, Pratt Library,
1251 Light St. Learn interesting facts about
Black history while playing bingo. 3:30pm.

2/19 - Baby & Toddler Storytime, Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Stories, songs, and
play for little ones under 2. 10:30am.

2/19 - Industry Social Club: Black Voices
of Baltimore, Baltimore Museum of Indus-
try, 1415 Key Hwy. After-hours program
for local professionals and creatives.
5:30-8pm.

2/19 - Wellness on the Waterfront: Yoga,
Rye Street Market, 301 Mission Blvd., 5th
floor. 45-minute vinyasa (flow) class. 6pm.

2/20 - Meditation and Movement,
Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. With Marcia
McHugh. 6:30pm.

2/20 - Classic Cocktails Class, Sagamore
Spirit Distillery, 301 E. Cromwell St. Learn
how to mix up two traditional cocktails.
6:30pm. $
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2/20 - Community Run/Walk, Harry’s
Bar, 1036 E. Fort Ave. Distance 3-6 miles.
Sponsored by Bmore Running. 6:30pm.

2/20 - Music: The Local Honeys, The
8x10, 10 E. Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

2/21 - Craft Your Own Cocktail Class,
Sagamore Spirit Distillery, 301 E. Crom-
well St. Craft two signature cocktails.
6:30pm. $

2/21 - Science Trivia Crawl, Maryland
Science Center, 601 Light St. Science trivia
meets scavenger hunt. 7-gpm. $

2/21 - Music: The Whom with 3 Fifths,
The 8x10, 10 E. Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

2/21 - Music: Jazz at the Hemingway
Room, Little Havana, 1325 Key Hwy. Vo-
calist Gracie Jay. 7 & 9pm. $

2/22 - Farmer’s Market, Silo Point, 1200
Steuart St. Sponsored by Gene’s Greens.
9am-12pm.

2/22 - Read with Pride Book Club,
Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. Discussion of
Giovanni’s Room by James Baldwin. 11am.

2/22 - Music: Better Off Dead, The 8x10,
10 E. Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

2/22 - Music: Jazz at the Hemingway
Room, Little Havana, 1325 Key Hwy. Saxo-
phonist Tim Green. 7 & 9pm. $

2/22 - Prep Winterfest, Union Brothers
Furniture Building, 37 W. Cross St., Suite
300. Karaoke, drinks, and food to benefit
Federal Hill Prep. 7pm-12am. $

2/23 - Craft Your Own Brunch Cocktail
Class, Sagamore Spirit Distillery, 301 E.
Cromwell St. Craft two signature cocktails.
10:30am. $

2/24-26 - Minute to Win It Challenge,
Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. Fun competi-
tion to beat the clock. 3pm.

2/24 - Preschool Storytime, Pratt Li-
brary, 1251 Light St. Stories, movement,
songs, and play for ages 2-5. 10:30am.

2/24 - Our Time Kitchen: Meal-Prepping
Workshop, Pratt Library, 1251 Light St.
Join a chef to learn how to create a meal
prep program. 6pm.

2/24 - Wellness on the Waterfront: Boot
Camp, Rye Street Market, 301 Mission
Blvd., 5th floor. 45-minute class. 6pm.

2/25 - Playdate at the Library, Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Bubbles, toys, and
enriching playtime. 10:30am.

2/25 - Music: Mihali, The 8x10, 10 E.
Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

2/26 - Baby & Toddler Storytime, Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Stories, songs, and
play for little ones under 2. 10:30am.

2/26 - Wellness on the Waterfront:
Yoga, Rye Street Market, 301 Mission
Blvd., 5th floor. 45-minute vinyasa (flow)
class. 6pm.
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2/27 - Red Cross Blood Drive, Christ
Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall, 701 S.
Charles St. Register online (search Spon-
sor Code “christinnerharbor”). 12-5pm.

2/27 - Community Run/Walk, Harry’s
Bar, 1036 E. Fort Ave. Distance 3-6 miles.
Sponsored by Bmore Running. 6:30pm.

2/27 - Classic Cocktails Class, Sagamore
Spirit Distillery, 301 E. Cromwell St. Learn
how to mix up two traditional cocktails.
6:30pm. $

2/27 - Music: Nik Greeley & the Opera-
tors and Knovo, The 8x10, 10 E. Cross St.
Doors at 7pm. $

2/28 - Liquid Courage: Celebration of
the Art of Mixology and the Tasting
Experience, Baltimore Museum of Indus-
try, 1415 Key Hwy. Cocktail competitions,
interactive workshops, and live music.
5-10pm. $

2/28 - Craft Your Own Cocktail Class,
Sagamore Spirit Distillery, 301 E. Crom-
well St. Craft two signature cocktails.
6:30pm. $
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Farmer’s Market at Silo Point condo-
miniums on February 22 and March 22.
Photo by Mary Braman.

3/1 - Music: Opera Outreach Ensemble,
Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. Opera based
on Little Red Riding Hood. 3pm.

3/2 - Craft Your Own Brunch Cocktail
Class, Sagamore Spirit Distillery, 301 E.
Cromwell St. Craft two signature cocktails.
10:30am. $

3/3 - Preschool Storytime, Pratt Library,
1251 Light St. Stories, movement, songs,
and play for ages 2-5. 10:30am.

3/3 - Wellness on the Waterfront: Boot
Camp, Rye Street Market, 301 Mission
Blvd., s5th floor. 45-minute class. 6pm.

3/5 - Baby & Toddler Storytime, Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Stories, movement,
songs, and play for little ones under 2.
10:30am.

3/5 - Wellness on the Waterfront: Yoga,
Rye Street Market, 301 Mission Blvd., 5th
floor. 45-minute vinyasa (flow) class.
6pm.

3/6 - Community Run/Walk, Harry’s Bar,
1036 E. Fort Ave. Distance 3-6 miles. Spon-
sored by Bmore Running. 6:30pm.

3/6 - Classic Cocktails Class, Sagamore
Spirit Distillery, 301 E. Cromwell St. Learn
how to mix up two traditional cocktails.
6:30pm. $

3/6 - Music: The Wildmans, The 8x10, 10
E. Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

3/7 - Craft Your Own Cocktail Class,
Sagamore Spirit Distillery, 301 E. Crom-
well St. Craft two signature cocktails.
6:30pm. $

3/8 - Farmer’s Market, Silo Point, 1200
Steuart St. Sponsored by Gene’s Greens.
9am-12pm.

3/8 - Astronomy for Kids, Pratt Library,
1251 Light St. Interactive astronomy les-
sons with Dr. Gonzales. 11am.

3/8 - Historical Research for Writers,
Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. A how-to dis-
cussion with author Frances Altman. 3pm.

3/8 - FSK’s 10th Annual Pasta Palooza,
Knights of Columbus, 1338 Hull St. Fund-
raiser for Francis Scott Key Elementary/
Middle School PTO. 5-9pm. $

3/8 — March Madness: The Improv
Show, Riverside Third Space at Salem
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1530 Battery
Ave. Hosted by Highwire Improv. 7-opm. $

3/9 - Craft Your Own Brunch Cocktail
Class, Sagamore Spirit Distillery, 301 E.
Cromwell St. Craft two signature cocktails.
10:30am. $

3/10 - Preschool Storytime, Pratt Li-
brary, 1251 Light St. Stories, movement,
songs, and play for ages 2-5. 10:30am.

3/11 - Coffee and Classics Book Club
Meet and Greet, Pratt Library, 1251 Light
St. Monthly book club. 11am-12pm.

3/11 - Light Street Lab, Pratt Library,
1251 Light St. Hands-on STEAM activities
for kids. 3:30pm.

3/12 - Baby & Toddler Storytime, Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Stories, movement,
songs, and play for little ones under 2.
10:30am.

3/12 - Wellness on the Waterfront: Yoga,
Rye Street Market, 301 Mission Blvd., 5th
floor. 45-minute vinyasa (flow) class.
6pm.

3/12 - LPCA Membership Meeting, Fran-
cis Scott Key Elementary/Middle School,
1425 E. Fort Ave. Sponsored by the Locust
Point Civic Assoc. 7:30pm.

3/13 - Community Run/Walk, Harry’s
Bar, 1036 E. Fort Ave. Distance 3-6 miles.
Sponsored by Bmore Running. 6:30pm.

3/13 - Classic Cocktails Class, Sagamore
Spirit Distillery, 301 E. Cromwell St. Learn
how to mix up two traditional cocktails.
6:30pm. $

3/14 - Pi(e) Day, Maryland Science Cen-
ter, 601 Light St. Participate in various
Pi(e)-related activities. 10am-2pm. $

3/14 - Craft Your Own Cocktail Class,
Sagamore Spirit Distillery, 301 E. Crom-
well St. Craft two signature cocktails.
6:30pm. $

Continued on page 12

Children &
Adults

Enrollment Open!

Piano - Guitar
Violin & more!

SouthBaltimoreMusic.com
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3/14 - Monthly Bingo, The Church of the
Redemption, 1401 Towson St. Doors at
6pm, bingo starts at 7pm.

3/14 - Music: Artifakts with K+Lab, The
8x10, 10 E. Cross St. Doors at 8pm. $

3/15 - The Light Street Adventurers: An
RPG Group for All, Pratt Library, 1251
Light St. Role-playing game group. 1-4pm.

3/15 - Music: Natalie Brooke, The 8x10,
10 E. Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

3/16 - Craft Your Own Brunch Cocktail
Class, Sagamore Spirit Distillery, 301 E.
Cromwell St. 10:30am. $

3/16 - Music: Melt, The 8x10, 10 E. Cross
St. Doors at 7pm. $

3/17 - Preschool Storytime, Pratt Library,
1251 Light St. Stories, movement, songs,
and play for ages 2-5. 10:30am.

3/17 - Wellness on the Waterfront: Boot
Camp, Rye Street Market, 301 Mission
Blvd., 5th floor. 45-minute class. 6pm.

3/19 - Baby & Toddler Storytime, Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Stories, songs, and
play for little ones under 2. 10:30am.

3/19 - Industry Social Club, Baltimore
Museum of Industry, 1415 Key Hwy. Net-
working happy hour. 5:30-8pm.

3/19 - Wellness on the Waterfront: Yoga,
Rye Street Market, 301 Mission Blvd., 5th
floor. 45-minute vinyasa (flow) class. 6pm.

3/20 - Community Run/Walk, Harry’s
Bar, 1036 E. Fort Ave. Distance 3-6 miles.
Sponsored by Bmore Running. 6:30pm.

3/21 - Music: The Harbor Boys with
Elephants Dancing and Stratus Fear, The
8x10, 10 E. Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

3/21 - Music: Jazz at the Hemingway
Room, Little Havana, 1325 Key Hwy. Vo-
calist Akua Allrich. 7 & 9pm. $

3/22 - Farmer’s Market, Silo Point, 1200
Steuart St. Sponsored by Gene’s Greens.
9am-12pm.

Expert HSk_iﬁ“'Cal"u‘}1
SCreenings:

be examined by a specialist:

Lo the next.

Concerned about a mole or due for a skin check?

University of Maryland's board-certified dermatologists
offer expert evaluation and care for skin cancer,
precancerous lasions, and other skin concerns,

Moles or pigmented spots showing these signs should

« Asymmetry: Hall of the spot is unlike the other hall.
+ Border: An irregular, scalloped, or poorly defined border,

+ Color: Varying colors or shades of calor from one area

+ Diameter: The area is greater than & millimeters
(about the size of a2 pencil eraser).

ur team provides the latest treatments available,
inciuding Mohs surgery for skin cancer remaoval, minor "
in-office procedures for precancerous concerns,
preventative topical medications and meonitoring.

T

3/22 - Katherine Needleman: “Ways We
Have Failed Women in Classical Music,”
Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. Discussion
with the musician and composer. 11am.

3/22 - Music: Grateful Allman Band Ex-
perience, The 8x10, 10 E. Cross St. Doors
at 7pm.

3/22 - Music: Jazz at the Hemingway
Room, Little Havana, 1325 Key Hwy. Saxo-
phonist Tedd Baker. 7 & 9pm. $

3/23 - Music: Crooked Coast with Adam
Almony, The 8x10, 10 E. Cross St. Doors
at 7pm. $

3/24 - Preschool Storytime, Pratt Li-
brary, 1251 Light St. Stories, movement,
songs, and play for ages 2-5. 10:30am.

3/24 - Wellness on the Waterfront: Boot
Camp, Rye Street Market, 301 Mission
Blvd., 5th floor. 45-minute class. 6pm.

3/25 - Jazz for Kids, Pratt Library, 1251
Light St. Baltimore Jazz Alliance band
performs. 3:30pm.

3/26 - Baby & Toddler Storytime, Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Stories, songs, and
play for little ones under 2. 10:30am.

1 in 5 Americans will

+ Evalving: The spot starts to look different, or is
changing in size, shape, or colar.
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develop skin cancer during
their lifetime. When treated
early, skin cancer is
almost always curable.

Appaintments within two weeks,

Call 667-214-1171.

I UNIVERSITYof MARYLAND

DERMATOLOGY

umfpiorg/dermatology | Baltimore City & Columbia

3/26 - Wellness on the Waterfront:
Yoga, Rye Street Market, 301 Mission
Blvd., 5th floor. 45-minute vinyasa (flow)
class. 6pm.

3/27 - Idris Goodwin and Lorraine Nam:
“Your House is Not Just a House,” Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Meet the creators of
this year’s Imagination Celebration book.
4pm.

3/27 - Community Run/Walk, Harry’s
Bar, 1036 E. Fort Ave. Distance 3-6 miles.
Sponsored by Bmore Running. 6:30pm.

3/28 - Under Pressure: Learn About Self
Care, Pratt Library, 1251 Light St. Join li-
censed clinician Maggie Welling and learn
how to stress less. 2pm.

3/28 — Music Under the Dome: Daft
Punk, Maryland Science Center, 601 Light
St. Daft Punk’s album experienced in the
planetarium. 7-10pm. $

3/29 - Read with Pride Book Club, Pratt
Library, 1251 Light St. Book discussion of
Making It by Laura Kay. 11am-12pm.

3/29 - Music: Bearly Dead, The 8x10, 10
E. Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

3/31 - Preschool Storytime, Pratt Library,
1251 Light St. Stories, movement, songs,
and play for ages 2-5. 10:30am.

3/31 - Wellness on the Waterfront: Boot
Camp, Rye Street Market, 301 Mission
Blvd., 5th floor. 45-minute class. 6pm.

4/4 - Peninsula Post Issue #24 available
free all over SoBo.

4/5 - Farmer’s Market, Silo Point, 1200
Steuart St. Sponsored by Gene’s Greens.
9am-12pm.

4/5 - Community Reads, Pratt Library,
1251 Light St. Reading and discussion of
What Happened to You? by James Catch-
pole, followed by a family-friendly activi-
ty. 11am-12pm.

4/5 - Music: Ari and the Buffalo Kings,
Rachel May with Red Smith & Blue Dawn
and Luke Boardman Band, The 8x10, 10
E. Cross St. Doors at 7pm. $

4/8 - Coffee and Classics Book Club
Meet and Greet, Pratt Library, 1251 Light
St. Monthly book club. 11am-12pm.

4/9 - LPCA Membership Meeting, Fran-
cis Scott Key Elementary/Middle School,
1425 E. Fort Ave. Sponsored by the Locust
Point Civic Assoc. 7:30pm.

4/12 - Music: Sac au Lait, Pratt Library,
1251 Light St. Celebrate National Library
Week with a concert and parade down
Light St. 3pm.

A Celebration of
South Baltimore

Sunday May 4

Baltimore Museum of Industry
1475 Key Highway



